
I bought my home in February of 2009.  It was a fixer-
upper.  Being a first-time-home buyer, I was gun-ho getting
to work, putting my vision and touch on the old 1930
Tudor cottage.  My home is in east Fort Worth in the old
Meadowbrook neighborhood.  It’s a very quiet and
peaceful area every hour of the day, which is really unusual
for living in the city.

The first seven months in
my home was chaotic and

frustrating.  I never knew the smallest details of remodeling could end
up taking so much time!  The walls and ceilings throughout needed
sheet rock.  The bathroom got a complete overhaul as well as my
bedroom, living and dining room.  The kitchen had some minor
remodeling, but it will have to wait for a complete face lift.  I did a

great deal of the work myself.
Fortunately, I have friends who are
very handy with remodeling and they
were a huge help.

My yard was in bad shape.  The lady who owned the house before me
had done a great job of landscaping.  However, she had to move to
Corpus Christi.  Her brother moved in and the yard suffered from
neglect and abuse for two years
until I bought it.  It didn’t take

long to clean and prepare the flower beds and yard for my first
spring in my new home.  I had no idea how beautiful my yard
would be.  But when spring arrived and all the flowers and bushes
started blooming, and the leaves on the trees budded, and the
grass turned green, I was truly amazed.

When I purchased the house, Nandina, Indian Hawthorne and
Loropetalum bushes, Purple Wandering Jew in flowerbeds around
all the trees, and Liriope were already here.  Since moving in I
have added a great deal of Lantana, Crype Myrtles along the driveway, Surprise Lilies, and Irises in all
the flower beds around the trees.  Of course there is so much more I want to do.

I’ve discovered having so much property can be quite overwhelming to
care for.  Fortunately a privacy fence that runs behind the house divides
the property into two halves.  The front half where the house sits is
landscaped.  The “back forty” is all open and makes a great area for
vegetable gardening.  I planted four blackberry bushes this past spring.
They did fairly well considering it was their first year.  I intend to plant
Fig trees, and some hardy citrus trees
that hold up well during the winters in
north Texas.  The “back forty” also has
a green house, so I have a place to

care for plants that need protection during the winter.

It’s been a lot of fun having my first home.  There were plenty of days
those first few months I questioned my sanity about the purchase.  But
it is such a rewarding feeling to find a place where I can make such a
personal statement in landscaping and decorating.  I’m truly blessed.


